
Neighbors’ Meeting to Discuss Jenner’s Membership on the Sonoma Coast 

Municipal Advisory Council (MAC), Sat 7/21/18 @ 4 pm 

Attendees: Francesca Scalpi and Lotus Fong (hosts), Pamela Vanderbilt (notes), David Kenly, Don May, 

Jazzmyn Inisis, Kathy and Doug Black, Sally & Sal Borges, and Sharon Chang 

 

I. Introduction – Francesca 

1. We need to have a holistic view on coastal issues, as well as local issues faced by our 

community, while remaining focused on issues that the County can help us address.  

2. Everyone, including full-timers, second-home owners, investors with vacation rentals, business 

owners, long-term renters, and volunteers consistently supporting Jenner events, needs to have 

their voices heard. While the MAC representatives need to be full-time residents, they need to 

represent everyone. Please feel welcome to use our group to communicate your feedback, so 

your voice is heard.  

3. Goal: Create a document that outlines our collective viewpoint on the questions from Supervisor 

Lynda Hopkins. At the next town hall meeting, invite the entire population in the Jenner 

geographic boundary and present our collective input. 

II. Meeting Rules - Lotus 

1. 1 person at a time talks. 

2. Everyone needs to listen when someone is speaking. 

3. No eating during the meeting. 

4. Complete discussion in 1.5 hours. 

III. Discussion Items 

1. Selecting our MAC representative(s): 

a. What information should candidates provide about why they would be the right person to 

represent Jenner?  

i. Some thought a resume would be helpful 

ii. Others thought a one-page bio considering life experiences and reasons for being a 

member of the MAC 

iii. Jenner Representative(s) in the MAC should be ready to present ideas and negotiate 

with the other Sonoma Coast MAC representatives for funds and resources. 

b. Vote on the Jenner MAC representative(s)? If so, how? 

c. Sharon suggested a “selection committee” to identify potential candidates. 

i. David - Who selects the “Selection Committee”?  

d. MAC Boundary area? 

i. Sharon- Using the zip code 95450, consider 2 “Jenner” members on the MAC 

1. One representing the area from Shell Cove to Muniz Ranch 



2. One representing the area north of Muniz Ranch to Fort Ross. 

ii. David – Lynda Hopkins team may be telling us what the boundaries are. 

iii. Action: Francesca will get a map of the Fire District, to look at appropriate 

boundaries. 

e. How many MAC representatives do we want for Jenner?  

i. Try for 2 Jenner members out of a total of 9 coastal representatives of the MAC. 

ii. Backup – one Alternative Member to support/provide backup to each MAC Rep. 

iii. A local advisory committee to provide input to the MAC Rep(s) and their 

Alternative(s). 

2. What are the most Important Sonoma Coast issues that you would like to see the MAC address, and 

in what priority? 

FIRES   

1. Fire prevention is the first step. How can our community better reduce fire risks, and 
prepare for potential fires?  

o We can learn from other communities about what methods have worked, such as 
reducing fire load by removing dead trees and over-grown brush. We can also learn 
what hasn’t worked, and apply lessons learned. You cannot fight a fire without a 
quick local response, which likely requires a range of capabilities, depending on fire 
severity and extent.   

2. How will Jenner address local needs for a fire crew, fire engines, water, back up services for 
our water supply in the event PG&E shuts off power to the town? Maintain access and roads 
for emergency response?  Develop a workable plan for our evacuation and eventual 
recovery, if needed?  

3. Can we work to have everyone in the community access social information organizations 
such as Nixle, so that we have a unified source of information when threats occur, and can 
respond more quickly and safely?   

4. Should we have fire hoses located in town to contain the fire until the professionals arrive? 
5. Sharon Chang: 2 primary recommendations:  

o Fire siren system for the coast and emergency radios to actuate for more information 
when sirens alarm. 

o First response.  Rather than training for volunteer fire-people (very time-intensive), 
focus on a local capability for water drafting: Train people to draft water from the river 
for the fire truck(s) when needed; only when needed. 

6. David Kenly – a Honda pump can be used to pump water from the river. 
7. Francesca – CalFire should be responsible for Jenner fire protection. 

o  Calfire is a State agency.  County would have to help us get the State’s attention 
8. Sharon Chang –  

o Jenner - 100,000 gallon holding tank. Danger is lack of local and adequate water 
resources.  Jenner depends on surface water – river, creek.  Another potential source – 
local tanks maintained on vacant lots in Jenner for use in fire emergencies. 

o Bodega Bay -  2,000,000 gallon holding tank. 



9. Jazzmyn – Timber Cove has a lot of dead trees, and they’re worried about fire danger.  
Jenner doesn’t have this problem yet, but it could come.  Suggest an ordinance or other 
requirements for landowners to be proactively responsible for removal of dead trees. 

10. Doug Black asked about how many fire hydrants are active or inactive in town.  Sharon 
Chang said some hydrants are locked (covered) to avoid water thefts.  We need people 
trained and able to “unlock” the hydrants if we need them. 

WATER SUPPLY 

1. Sharon Chang: 

a. Need backup electrical generators if PG&E cuts power. 

b. Need local folks trained by Russian River Utilities (RRU) to operate/treat water 

during emergency conditions. 

c. Recommend a backup water system that has a gravity fed supply. 

d. Develop an emergency water plan to conserve under emergency conditions, vs. 

“normal conditions”, so visitors understand coastal limits on potable water 

i. Publish in the Press Democrat. Utilize the Visitor Center to get out public 

information.   

2. Does the present Jenner water system provide a safe and reliable water source that is 
adequate for our town? Sharon says the tank holds 100,000 gallons. The tank is pumped 
from the creek uphill (not gravity filled), and then the water is served by gravity flow.  How 
is the use of the water controlled? In the event of a power outage, will the system still 
provide water?  We need a plan to treat the water if the County cannot operate the system 
and treat the water. 

3. Is the location of the water tank compromised due to the patched landslide below the tank 
landing? Our system has an ongoing need for costly repairs. Other communities may also 
need funding and county support for their water supplies. 

4. How many active leaks do we have in town? Do we have local access to the water system? 
In the event we are isolated, or cut off from water deliveries via Highway 1, how long will 
the supply last?  

5. Is there a plan to regulate water use to optimize our water supply during an emergency?  
6. How would that plan be implemented and overseen? 

a. Sharon says the RRU monitors the tank contents and water quality by remote 
system.  Francesca asked if there was monitoring that would tell RRU if there is a 
major loss from the tank. 

b. David suggests more local control of the tank, the gate on the road, and the land 
near the tank (Action: find out who owns the abandoned house up there – Jazzmyn 
reports a recently used fire ring).  We also need more local access to data from the 
RRU remote monitoring systems (e.g., water level and water quality). 

EMERGENCY RESPONSE – FIRE, TSUNAMI, FLOODS, EARTHQUAKES 

1. What is Jenner’s plan? Where do we go? What do we do?  
2. Do we have a way of communicating if we lose power and are cutoff from other 

communities?  
3. Should we model our emergency response program on work done in Bodega Bay?  
4. Do we know the names and locations of people in town who may need special assistance?  



5. If we apply for a grant and obtain an emergency response (CERT) trailer, where should we 
put it?  

o How will we equip it with water and power?  
o Who will be trained and certified to use the trailer, and oversee our response? 

6. We need a Jenner plan that addresses all of the above, and other communities do as well.  
Jenner and other communities can learn together, and a lot of work on this has been done 
by Bodega Bay. 

7. Francesca described the systems developed by Bodega Bay.  They can teach us about:  
o 1) How to obtain grants,  
o 2) How to obtain and where to install emergency response trailers (satellite internet, 

solar, medical, communications, CERT trained personnel), and  
o 3) How to develop a plan.   

8. Sharon Chang agreed that the plan and systems also need to address tourists that are 
visiting the area.   
o Need a “certified” kitchen.   
o Need an approved medical kit.  
o The location of the Jenner Community Center is not ideal if there is a tsunami.   

9. Last year, Bodega Bay had a very active response and made a great deal of aid available to 
the fire disaster victims, with County oversight of some requirements. 

10. In case of a tsunami, Sharon talked about escape routes, and potential “roadblocks” to our 
routes, e.g., the gate on the Headlands, the gate across the road to the water tank, private 
road access.   
o Need the County and hopefully the Headlands to help us with access under emergency 

conditions. 

ENVIRONMENT – AIR, WATER, NOISE, LIGHT, AND WILDLIFE 

In Jenner we are downstream from many communities. We need to be better linked to these 

communities to understand their impacts and plans to mitigate them. 

1. Francesca explained that the list below was developed in her conversations with people 

around town, and in other communities.  

2. How much is our local air quality affected by wood-burning fireplaces?  
3. What input can we have regarding pertinent issues at the Jenner Headlands and Sonoma 

Coast State parks that surround our town?  
4. Do we need to reduce light pollution? What would be the process?  
5. Are you experiencing noise issues? When and where?  
6. What local influencers may be polluting the river, creeks and ocean? e.g. septic systems 
7. How do we work together to reduce pesticide and poison use in the area?  
8. How do we safely share our town and gardens with local wildlife?   
9. Jazzmyn voiced our gratitude for the “Headlands” property, and those that protected the 

lands.  As a result, we live next to a huge “wildlife refuge” in the Headlands.  We need to be 
educated and prepared for the types of new wildlife that may arrive (e.g., bear and cougars). 

Other “Coastal” and/or MAC issues raised by Sharon: 

 Offshore drilling. 

 Iron Rangers. 



 Coastal Website: Call to action/internet site to feed us public information for Coastal 
residents, fed by MAC representatives, for quick responses. 

 Self-regulation/local enforcement of Coastal regulations (we live on an estuary) with 
County support.  Holistic approach to protection of coastal communities and resources. 

 Portable toilets that adversely affect local property owners and neighbors. 

 Sea level rise. 

Conclusions:  

1. Jazzmyn endorsed the groups’ goals (including taking part in the Coastal MAC) to address 
issues that are Coast-wide.  Fire, Water, Emergency.   

2. Don May – the Community Club will not be politically active, or take a political stand, but 
they will gladly host any needed meetings or public gatherings. 

3. David – work for the “Coast”.  Make sure we are not too “Jenner-Centric”.  Many of the 
other communities have similar issues. 

4. Sharon – Sharon asked if the MAC rep needed to be a “full-time” resident.   
5. Francesca feels strongly and communicated to Lynda that even if the active MAC rep 

member is full-time resident, all views (those of full-time residents, 2nd home owners, 
investors, vacation rental owners, etc.) must be represented.  

6. Kathy Black asked “what is the follow-up?”. A perfect segue. 
7. Francesca – Lotus and I hosted this meeting to focus some of the local knowledge and 

energy.  Even folks that did not attend are very interested in being involved and informed.  
Suggest a small sub-group to pull together the extended group’s input and gather 
“substance” to take to the next meetings. Focus on a holistic Coastal approach.  The Jenner 
MAC representative(s) will be cooperating and working with the other Coastal 
representatives and will also represent Jenner. 

8. Then the discussion shifted to “volunteers” or folks interested in the position.  Sharon said 
she is not available.  Lotus is cautiously interested.  Don said he is very busy and is 
committed to his leadership position in the JCC. 

9. Sharon described the qualities and approaches that will help the MAC succeed.  Calm, 
factual, holistic, and coast-wide representational approaches, and documentation of issues 
and solutions in writing to take to the community, the MAC, and the County Board of 
Supervisors. 


