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I. Jenner Municipal Advisory Council (MAC) Representative(s)  

A. Determine Boundaries 

1. May be provided by Lynda Hopkins 

2. Options if input is allowed:  

a) Consider using the Jenner zip code map that extends from Fort 

Ross to Shell Beach.  This area has a total population of approx. 500 

people  

(1) Divide into two sections: (1) Shell Beach to Muniz Ranch; 

and (2) North of Muniz Ranch to Fort Ross.   

(2) Each section would have a e MAC representative 

b) Consider fire district 

B. Candidate Qualifications: 

a) Be a “full-time resident” 

(1) Definition of “full-time”?   

b) Exception for potential candidates who are part-time residents? 

C. Each Candidate to provide: 

a) A one page resume? 

b) A one page personal biography? 

c) Important to understand the story of the candidate’s 

achievements and reasons for being a MAC representative 

D. Candidate attributes: 

a) Be available to attend the monthly meetings 

b) Be able to complete the Sonoma County required training 

c) Be able to grasp issues quickly  

d) Be articulate in presenting highlights of the issues to our 

community, and timely in requesting calls for action 

e) Be familiar with the expertise of the Jenner residents and know 

when to request assistance 

f) Be willing to interface with Local and State agencies, utility 

companies (PGE) and Emergency Services as the issues demand 

g) Be able to speak for the residents as a whole and not from a place 

of personal gain or personal ego 

h) Be a team player with the other coastal MAC members.  If all 

coastal residents speak with one loud voice to the County, our coastline 

and coastal waters will remain protected. 

i) Be willing to spend the needed time  
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E. Candidate Selection. If more than one candidate: 

1. Conduct candidate forum discussions at Community Club? 

2. One resident, one vote? 

a) How is resident defined? 

b) Do residents need to be present? 

c) Physical ballot? Who would count ballots? 

3. Selection Committee 

a) Who selects the selection committee? 

b) Each Jenner zip code section would form their own Selection 

Committee 

II. Holistic View on Coastal Issues and Local Issues  

A. Protection of Sonoma County’s 55-mile coastline 

1. The waters off our coast are part of the Greater Farallones National 

Marine Sanctuary.  This protected and diverse marine ecosystem supports 

enormous numbers of wildlife. 

2. The UC Davis, Bodega Marine Laboratory is an excellent resource for the 

MAC to consult when confronted with threats to our coastline. 

3.  Create a cooperative coastal community where residents can understand 

and articulate issues common to all.  Solutions for specific town nuances 

addressed under the banner of the greater issue. E.g.  A fire plan needed for the 

coast. Jenner may have specific needs versus Timber Cove. 

B. Emergency Warning System 

1. Current State: What is the current county warning system for coastal 

residents? 

2. Future State Suggestions: 

a) Place sirens along the coast in populated areas to alert all 

residents.  

b) Purchase emergency weather radios (~$25-$40).  These special 

radios receive emergency alerts for dangerous weather events (tsunamis, 

natural disasters and other hazards like terrorist threats, etc.).  Kept off 

until the siren blows would be an ideal way to protect all coastal residents 

with a minimal expense. 

C. Evacuation 

1. Current State: What is the evacuation plan for coastal residents?  

2. Future State Suggestion for Jenner: 



JENNER MAC TEAM 3 

 

a) In the event of a tsunami for Jenner, evacuation along Highway 1 

and Highway 116 could be risky or unavailable. There are three “high 

ground” areas: 

(1) Willig Drive to the Jenner Headlands. Locked gate to the 

Headlands would need to be unlocked.  

(a) There are Jenner residents who have been trained 

(Jenner Headlands Volunteer Patrol) with access to the 

walk-through part of the gate.  The Patrol should have the 

combination to open the drive-through part of the gate, if 

the residents of the Jenner Headlands are not able to open 

the gate. 

(2) Balboa Avenue to the water tanks 

(a) Any barrier to the road to the water storage tanks 

needs to be removed (with County approval) during this 

type of emergency. 

(3) Private road above the gas station  

(a)  Ask private homeowners if they will allow their 

road be used for this emergency route. 

D. Fire Issues 

1. Current State: What is the evacuation plan for coastal residents? 

2. Future State for Coast.  

a) A well thought out, preemptive plan offering an immediate and 

legal response to homeowners and County, State, and local officials as 

trees become sick or infested and die so that the area does not 

accumulate dead trees that become an immediate fire danger for all.  

3. Future State Suggestions for Jenner:  

a) County to place paramedic/fire fighter in Jenner 

(1) Note: Volunteer fire fighters not realistic. County requires 

extensive fire-fighting training. If the County pays the expensive 

insurance, the County expects that fire truck be available for fires 

outside of the local geography. 

b) Drafting water from the Russian River 

(1) Details: The boat ramp and filling of the Jenner fire truck 

during a fire emergency.  Salt intrusion is very caustic on fire trucks 

on a regular basis; however, in an emergency requiring fast action, 

this drafting technique could be worth the risk.  Jenner residents 

could draft water, protect our homes and could fill other County 

and State fire trucks in a major fire event along the coast. 
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c) Investigate installation of 5,000-gallon water tanks be used as fire 

suppression tanks. 

(1) Details: Jenner has a 100,000-gallon tank that holds our 

drinking water.  

(2) You cannot fight a fire without a quick local response, 

which likely requires a range of capabilities, depending on fire 

severity and extent.  How will Jenner address local needs for a fire 

crew, fire engines, water, back up services for our water supply in 

the event PG&E shuts off power to the town, good roads for 

emergency response, and a workable plan for our evacuation and 

eventual recovery?  

(3) Can we work to have everyone in the community access 

social information organizations such as Nixle, so that we have a 

unified source of information when threats occur, and can respond 

more quickly and safely?  Should we have fire hoses located 

throughout town to contain the fire until the professionals arrive? 

 

E. Water Issues 

1. Ongoing Education 

a) Residential Action: 

(1)  Be familiar with how our potable water is distributed and 

how water is treated. 

(2) Obtain County training in how to manage our water supply 

in the event of major disaster.   

(3) Have local access to the water system. 

b) Public Outreach to include tourists: 

(1) Scarcity of our water resources and the need to conserve 

water. 

(2) How to avoid contaminating surface water used for potable 

community water systems. 

2. Catastrophic Events in Jenner 

a) In the event of isolation, how long will water supply last? Is there a 

plan to regulate water use to optimize our water supply during an 

emergency? How would that plan be implemented and overseen? 

b) Create emergency water plan to make our water supply last.   

Retrieving and distributing water from our Jenner Creek.  Obtain back-up 

generators for pumping water from the creek to our holding tank when 

the power is off for a long time.   
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c) Patch landslide below tank landing 

d) Is the location of the water tank compromised, due to the patched 

landslide below the tank landing? How many active leaks do we have in 

town?  

e) Do we have local access to the water system?  

F. Emergency Staging Center 

1. Future State – Jenner. 

a) Emergency Response – Fire, Tsunami, Floods, Earthquakes 

What is the Jenner’s plan? Where do we go? What do we do? Do we have 

a way of communicating if we lose power and are cutoff from other 

communities?  

b) Should we model our emergency response program on work done 

in Bodega Bay? Do we know the names and locations of people in town 

who may need special assistance? 

c)  If we apply for a grant and obtain an emergency response (CERT) 

trailer, where should we put it? How will we equip it with water and 

power? Who will be trained and certified to use the trailer, and oversee 

our response?  

G. Impacts of Tourism 

1. Coastal Community –  

a) The Sonoma Coast is a magnet for tourism from our inland 

Sonoma County neighbors.  We welcome them and they benefit when our 

coast is prepared to handle their impact.  Things for the coast MAC 

members to consider: 

(1) Iron Rangers at several coastal State Park beaches.  The 

MAC members should communicate with the State about the 

problems with charging coastal visitors.  If there is a fee to access 

our beaches, people will take alternative routes to access the 

beaches.  This rerouting of tourists is very dangerous to their 

safety and costs the County and the State money for emergency 

responses when these alternative accesses prove risky.  Educating 

the public to vote for funds rerouting to keep our beaches free is a 

good idea. 

b) The County collects taxes for overnight rentals along the coast 

called Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT).  A percentage of these funds used 

for local needs (parking, sanitation, reserve water supply, etc.) may prove 

very advantageous to all Sonoma County residents.   

2. Jenner - The portable toilets in town need improvement/updating (be 

cleaner and emit less odor). 
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H. Environmental Concerns 

a) Coastal Communities 

(1) Use of poisons 

(2) Septic system leakage? 

(3) Wood-burning fireplaces affecting air quality?  

b) Jenner –  

(1) Increased cooperation and coordination with the Jenner 

Headlands and Sonoma Coast State parks  

(2) Wildlife awareness in safe habitats and what if scenarios 

(3) Light pollution reduction? 

(4) Noise issues? When and where?  

III. Communications: 
MAC proactively provide updates beyond the coastal community so others become 

informed advocates of the coast. 

A. Future State - County will create and manage a website posting information about 

the MAC 

1. Site could act as a hub for all coastal residents to contact each other when 

faced with a pressing issue.  Could enable coastal residents to share past legal 

success stories, documentation and other required reading to protect the coast.   

B. Jenner Specific:  

1. Use Jenner email list for locating potential candidates for the MAC 

2. Who owns this list?  

3. Post information in the Post Office as not everyone has email. 

IV. Longer Term:  
A. Sea-Level Rise Concerns 

a. Low areas all along the coast will require long-term plans dealing with 

elevating major roadways 

B. Off-Shore Oil Drilling Issues: 

a. Interface rapidly with State and Local agencies. 


